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The University Seal
1934

This seal depicts Our Lady of Mercy enclosed in a circle and 
standing before a cross. Around Our Lady’s head is inscribed 
the motto: Maria Spes Nostra, Mary our Hope. On one side of 
the base is the lamp of wisdom, and on the other, the book 
of learning. This seal, according to the bylaws, shall be affixed 
to all official documents and decrees prepared by Salve 
Regina University. 
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CHIEF MARSHAL

FLAG BEARERS

DEGREE CANDIDATES

Doctor of Philosophy

Master of Arts

Master of Science

Master of Business Administration

GRADUATE KEYNOTE SPEAKER

FACULTY

PRESIDENT’S MARSHAL

PRESIDENT’S PARTY

 Graduate Program Directors

Administrators

Members of the Board of Trustees

President

Academic Procession
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Order of Exercises

PROCESSIONAL

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Scott C. Zeman, Ph.D.

Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

INVOCATION
Ms. Amy Cady 

Campus Minister, Mercy Center for Spiritual Life

UNIVERSITY HYMN
Salve Regina

ADDRESS TO THE GRADUATES
Thomas C. Choinski, Ph.D.

Class of 2017 

MESSAGE TO THE GRADUATES
Jane Gerety, RSM, Ph.D.

President of the University

AUTHORIZATION OF DEGREES
Janet L. Robinson

Chairman of the Board of Trustees

CONFERRING OF DEGREES
Jane Gerety, RSM, Ph.D.

President of the University

THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION INDUCTION
Dr. Gerald Willis

Director of Alumni and Parent Programs  

RECESSIONAL
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Doctor of Philosophy

ASHLEY A. BISSONNETTE 
“Pestilences of New England’s First Wars: An Investigation of Colonial 
Trauma during the Pequot and King Philip’s Wars”

THOMAS CHARLES CHOINSKI
“Dramaturgy, Wargaming and Technological Innovation in the United 
States Navy: Four Historical Case Studies”

GARRETT CHRISTOPHER PAUL DELL 
“Ambivalence toward Technology in the Poetry of Robert Pinsky”

KAREN S. HANSON
“The Robot as Other: Sartre and Television Portrayals of Humanoid 
Robots in Almost Human and Humans”

SHAWN ANTHONY KALIS
“Sensing a Control Problem? Autonomous Unmanned Combat Air Systems 
and Human Control” 

DAVID STEPHEN NASCA
“The Influence of Technology in Amphibious Warfare and Its Impact on 
U.S. Geopolitical Strategy from 1898 to 1945”
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Doctor of Philosophy

JAMES M. RICCI 
“A Monument to Perseverance: The Struggle to Build the Newport Bridge, 
1948-1969” 

SASHA NICOLE LOMBARDI RUGGIERI
“Social Transformation through Art: Slow Food Ideology and the Social 
Protest Novel”

EMILY BANIS STOEHRER
“Hollywood Tastemaker: Jeweling the Red Carpet – The Neil Lane 
Collection, 1995-2010”

DAVID STANLEY VANDERBILT
“Thomas Forsyth Torrance and Scientific Theology: An Analysis and 
Assessment of His Project”

CATHARINE DAPHNE WEISS 
“Data Mining the Unconscious”

MICHAEL GEORGE XIARHOS
“The Connected Pilgrim: The Potential for Transformation in the Social 
Media Age” 
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Master of Arts

JENNIFER AGUDELO
Rehabilitation Counseling

NICHOLAS G. ALBANESE
International Relations

ABDULMALIK KHALID ALGHAILANI
International Relations

KOMLAN ALOYSIUS ALOYSH
International Relations

ANAMARIA ARTEAGA
Applied Behavior Analysis

CLEMENT EGBINTA ATEBI
International Relations

KATHRYN OLIVIA BARRESE
Applied Behavior Analysis

JUAN J. BELIZÓN IZQUIERDO
International Relations

HESHAM ABDULAZIZ BINSAIF
International Relations

EMILY ANN BURGESS
Applied Behavior Analysis

LIZBETA P. CHISOLM
Holistic Counseling

COLLEEN ELIZABETH CLOONAN
International Relations

ROBERTO CLEMENTE CONCEPCION
International Relations

EUGENIA FERREIRA DA SILVA
Rehabilitation Counseling

MARY E. DAVIDSON-REED
Rehabilitation Counseling

KARA E. DISCENZA
Holistic Counseling

JESSICA MARIE FERROL
Holistic Counseling

ASHLEY ROSE FORGIONE
Holistic Counseling

KILEEN ELIZABETH GILROY
Holistic Leadership

LENTY GORDON
Rehabilitation Counseling

KELSEY GRABERT
Rehabilitation Counseling

FAHID HAJJI
International Relations

PATRICK C. HEAP
Holistic Counseling

JACQUELENE M. HENDERSON
Holistic Counseling

JEANNE-MARIE BRIANA HOGAN
Rehabilitation Counseling

PAAL OYSTEIN HOPE
International Relations
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ALYSSA LEE HOZEY
Holistic Counseling

SARAH JEANNINE HUCKABY
Holistic Counseling

VICTORIA J. HULSMAN
Holistic Counseling

JAN MEREDITH JACKSON
Rehabilitation Counseling

AMY JESIOLOWSKI
Applied Behavior Analysis

WILLIAM SAMUEL JOHNSON
Rehabilitation Counseling

GLENDA C. KAIJA
Holistic Counseling

ANDREW M. KARP
Rehabilitation Counseling

MEGAN COLLEEN KING
Holistic Counseling

GLENN THOMAS LANOUE
Rehabilitation Counseling

MARTINS LIBERTS
International Relations

KARISSA M. LIBUTTI
Rehabilitation Counseling

KATHERINE JANE LICCIARDELLO
Holistic Counseling

NINA ROSA NAPPA LUSIGNAN
Rehabilitation Counseling

JACQUELINE M. MANCINI
Rehabilitation Counseling

CHRISTOPHER MATTHEW MARKOWSKI
Rehabilitation Counseling

EMILY LOUISE MATTHEWS
Rehabilitation Counseling

MARIAH HOPE MOSHER
Applied Behavior Analysis

TAYLOR JOYCE MURPHY
Applied Behavior Analysis

BARBARA F. MURRAY
Holistic Leadership

CAROL LYN NAHOD
Holistic Leadership

SYDNEY ELLIOTT NELSON
International Relations

THOMAS MICHAEL NOLTA, JR.
International Relations

KAILEY ALIYA NYKAI
Holistic Counseling

ASHLEY MARK PAPP
International Relations

NANCY D. PIKE
Holistic Counseling

Master of Arts



8

Master of Arts

MING LEE N. PROSPERO
Holistic Counseling

KERRY ANGELA PUNIELLO
Holistic Counseling

MARY KATHERINE CLARK RAGNO
Applied Behavior Analysis

TIMOTHY C. RICHARD
International Relations

JESSICA ELIZABETH MERRY ROBERTS
International Relations

HOLLY ANN ROBINSON
Applied Behavior Analysis

DEBRA MARY RODGERS
Holistic Counseling

LAUREN MARY SCIARRETTA
Applied Behavior Analysis

AIKO SETOGUCHI
International Relations

JESSIE D. SHERIDAN
Holistic Counseling

ERKKI SILM
International Relations

MATTHEW GERARD SINKEWICZ
Applied Behavior Analysis

SUSAN JANE SMITH
International Relations

NINA MELODY SOARES
Holistic Counseling

NINA T. SOARES
Holistic Counseling

MICHAELA ANNE ST. JEAN
Applied Behavior Analysis

ALLYSSA JAYNE TAMBLINGSON
Applied Behavior Analysis

LINDSAY JOAN TASSÉ
Holistic Counseling

KOKOU BAGUISOGA TENAH
International Relations

ANTHONY UKWUEZE 
International Relations

PHILIP GRANT VAILLANCOURT
International Relations

BARBARA WALSH EGAN
Rehabilitation Counseling

HALCYON C. WESTALL
Holistic Leadership

KAR WILSON, JR.
Applied Behavior Analysis

ISSAH ADAM YAKUBU
International Relations

COURTNEY D. YOUNG
Holistic Counseling
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Master of Science

BUKUNMI AWOPILEDA AKINPELU
Health Care Administration  

and Management

BENIGNO R. ALCANTARA GIL
Innovation and Strategic  

Management

JOHN C. ALFRED
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

HUSAIN ALI AL ZAABI
Innovation and Strategic  

Management

ANNA IVANOVA ANDERSON
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

SHANE DAVID ARNDELL
Innovation and Strategic  

Management

ELIZABETH JESUS ARRUDA
Administration of Justice

NATALIE LORETTA BARONE
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

DOUGLAS G. BEAUREGARD
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

BETHANY ANN BIGOS
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

ALISON MARY BOGNUDA
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

JAMES M. BROWNE
Health Care Administration and 

Management

KELLY JEANNE BURKE
Nursing

WARREN LEE CALDWELL III
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

THOMAS A. CALOURO
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

NICHOLAS A. CARBONE
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

CATHERINE ELIZABETH CHACE
Nursing

MARY E. COLLINS
Health Care Administration and 

Management

ANNMARIE CONNELLY
Health Care Administration and 

Management

MICHELLE A. CONTRADA BAILEY
Health Care Administration and 

Management
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Master of Science

JO-ANN T. COTE
Health Care Administration  

and Management

CHRISTOPHER GRANT CURE
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

LEA PATRICIA CURE
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

AJA K. DAWSON
Health Care Administration and 

Management

AMY E. DEGNAN
Health Care Administration and 

Management

JAMIE ELIZABETH DELVECCHIO
Health Care Administration and 

Management

TYLER RICHARDSON DENNISTON
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

JOHN CHARLES DIGNAN
Innovation and Strategic  

Management

COURTNEY LEIGH DIMARTINO
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

MALLORY BRITTON ELICHALT
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

BETH A. FITZGERALD
Nursing

SHANNON LEE FLYNN
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

JOSEPH ALBERT FRIAS
Health Care Administration  

and Management

KATHLEEN TARA GALLOGLY
Health Care Administration  

and Management

AMELIA ROSE GARRIS
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

SHIRLEY A. GAUDREAU
Innovation and Strategic  

Management

ELLEN MARIE GENSICKI
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

ALEJANDRO GONZALEZ
Health Care Administration  

and Management

ABIGAIL ANN GRIFFITHS
Health Care Administration  

and Management
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Master of Science

STACY NADINE HALTAUFDERHYDE
Nursing

CARL N. HATFIELD II
Innovation and Strategic  

Management

BRANDEN EARL HOXSIE
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

LEIGH ERIN HUBBARD
Health Care Administration  

and Management

JOY MICHELLE JACAVONE
Health Care Administration  

and Management

CLAUDIA M. JIMENEZ
Innovation and Strategic

Management

KYLE R. KNOTH
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

KATERYNA O. KOVALENKO
Innovation and Strategic 

 Management

JANINE M. LAIRMORE
Health Care Administration  

and Management

MATTHEW STEVEN LARSSON
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

MITCHELL R. LEVESQUE
Health Care Administration  

and Management

ERIN MARY LUIBRAND
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

BRIAN M. MACERA
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

ANTHONY JOSEPH MARIANO
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

ERICA A. MARSLAND
Innovation and Strategic  

Management

DEBBIE M. MCLEAN-ROACHE
Nursing

ELIZABETH MENA-NEWSHAM
Health Care Administration  

and Management

ROBIN REBECCA MONROE
Health Care Administration  

and Management

MARIA MOTTLAU
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

BRIAN ROBERT MULCAHEY
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security
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Master of Science

LISA MARIE NAGI
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

ASHLEY L. NOLAN
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

JESSICA LYNN NOWAK
Health Care Administration  

and Management

ROBERT O. OBEYA
Administration of Justice and

Homeland Security

SHANE TYLER O’CONNELL
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

EMILY KAY OGDEN
Nursing

JOSEPHINE EUGENIA BARBARA O’REILLY
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

SANDRA MARIA PERROTTA
Nursing

DESPINA PIPERAKI
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

JENNA EVE PLAUSKY
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

LAUREN C. POND
Health Care Administration  

and Management

HELEN MARIE PRICE
Nursing

BARRY A. RAMER
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

CARISSA LIAN RICCIARELLI
Health Care Administration  

and Management

AIMÉE J. RUZZO
Nursing

OLUWAFUNSHO SALAKO
Innovation and Strategic  

Management

HILLARY ANNE SANACORE
Health Care Administration  

and Management

JEFFERY SCHNEIDER
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

DARLA SECHREST PETTAWAY
Innovation and Strategic  

Management

TRAVIS IAN SHERMAN
Health Care Administration  

and Management
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Master of Science

JENNIFER L. SINNOTT
Health Care Administration  

and Management

LISA SKOWRONEK
Health Care Administration  

and Management

SEAN WILLIAM STEWART
Innovation and Strategic  

Management

JUSTYNA SZULC
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

ANDREW P. TAINSH
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

KAREN A. VELLECO
Health Care Administration  

and Management

ABBY KATHERINE VOYER
Health Care Administration  

and Management

AMANDA MICHELE WALLACE
Health Care Administration  

and Management

ANTHONY S. WASHINGTON, JR.
Administration of Justice and 

Homeland Security

ERNEST WATSON, JR.
Health Care Administration  

and Management

JENNIFER L. WHITE
Health Care Administration  

and Management

SHANNON LEAH WHITTEMORE
Nursing

CASEY ELIZABETH WILLIAMS
Nursing

JOHN H. WILTSE III
Management
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Master of Business Administration

JEAN ABI HACHEM
Business Administration

LUCY ANN AGOSTINO
Business Administration

SAMI ABDULLAH ALABDULLAH
Business Administration

MICHAEL J. BELL
Business Administration

JACQUELINE NICOLE BENNETT
Business Administration

SARAH NOELLE BIRKHOFER
Business Administration

LEE A. BRIERLY
Business Administration

MATTHEW JOSEPH BRIGANTE
Business Administration

GERALD RICHARD BROTHERS II
Business Administration

JAMES CHRISTOPHER CATALINE
Business Administration

CAYLEY JULIANNA CHRISTOFOROU
Business Administration 

MERRILL MAY CORDIERO
Business Administration

DEBRA MARY CORMIER
Business Administration

JEFFREY AARON CORMIER
Business Administration

DANIELLE MACDONALD DAIGNEAULT
Business Administration

KELLY ALICE DAVIN
Business Administration

JOHN CHARLES DIGNAN
Business Administration

MICHAEL DOMINIC FALCONE
Business Administration

BRENDEN HARRISON FOWLER
Business Administration

JOSEPH ALBERT FRIAS
Business Administration

RAÚL HÉCTOR GARZA GALVÁN
Business Administration

CONNOR GEMBECKI
Business Administration

CARA FELICIA GEORGIO
Business Administration

DAVID GEVORKIAN
Business Administration

CASEY KRISTEN GONSALVES
Business Administration

MONIQUE C. GOURDINE-SHAW
Business Administration

MICHAEL T. GOUVIN
Business Administration

WILLIAM J. HESS
Business Administration



Master of Business Administration

GARVIN TANNER JONES
Business Administration

ABIGAIL MARIE LEPRE
Business Administration

DANA RACHEL LEWIS
Business Administration

REGINA FRANCES LIQUORI
Business Administration

CHRISTINA MARIE MARQUEZ
Business Administration

JESSICA NICOLE MARTINA
Business Administration

ANGELINA L. MCKIERNAN
Business Administration

FRANK ANGELO MURANO
Business Administration

BIANCA ROSE NARGI
Business Administration

DAVID SCOTT NAVA
Business Administration

NICOLE MARIE PATERNOSTRO
Business Administration

XAVIER J. PERALTA
Business Administration

ROBERT FRANCIS PERUZZOTTI
Business Administration

MELISSA ANN PETRASSO
Business Administration

JESSICA ODILIA PROULX
Business Administration

GULCHEHRA K. RAHIMOVA
Business Administration

MICHAEL J. RIORDAN IV
Business Administration

BRIAN ANDREW RUSATE
Business Administration

ALEXANDER PASCO SANTANGELO
Business Administration

DERRICK SARFO-DARKO
Business Administration

JOHN P. SIMPSON
Business Administration

OLGA MYKOLAIVNA SKURATOVSKA
Business Administration

CONNOR JOSEPH SULLIVAN
Business Administration

ANGELINA M. TODARO
Business Administration

HIEU TRUNG TRAN
Business Administration

AMY L. WALSINGHAM
Business Administration

15
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Music
FACULTY BRASS QUINTET

Craig Shadday, director

Academic Regalia

 Arts, Letters, Humanities .................. White

 Business Administration ....... Light Brown 

 Education ...................................Light Blue

 Fine Arts ...........................................Brown

 Musical Arts .........................................Pink

 Philosophy .................................Dark Blue

 Science ...............................Golden Yellow

 Theology .......................................... Scarlet

When universities were taking form in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, 
they were under the jurisdiction of the Church. Most of those studying 
were clerks in Holy Orders, monks, or priests. They wore a habit or cloak, 
to which was attached a cowl or hood. This could be pulled up over the 
head or thrown back, according to the weather. Gowns were necessary for 
warmth in the unheated buildings, and hoods served to cover the tonsured 
head before the use of the skull cap.

Today, the academic costume of cap, gown and hood has taken on a 
symbolic meaning. Colors and shapes conform to a generally accepted 
code and indicate the faculty conferring the degree and the kind of degree 
conferred. Gowns for the bachelor’s degree are worn closed and are 
distinguished by their long, pointed sleeves. Master’s degree gowns are 
designed to be worn open. They have very long sleeves, oblong in shape. 
Gowns for the doctoral degree, usually black, are also designed to be worn 
open and have velvet panels. Three velvet bars are stitched to the upper 
part of the full, bell-shaped sleeves. 

Hoods are trimmed with a slim strip of velvet to indicate the specific 
faculty awarding the degree. The colored lining is the official color of the 
institution conferring the degree. Hoods may be trimmed to represent the 
following academic areas:



17

The Mace

The mace and its bearer represent a custom that dates back to the Middle 
Ages. From the sixteenth century in England and since colonial days 
in America, it has become a symbol of office carried by the procession 
leader. In the academic world, the mace signifies teaching authority.

The Salve Regina University mace was designed by Rhode Island sculptor 
Paul A. Cavanagh as an octagonal, formalized flower. The staff of ebony 
represents lignum vitae — the tree of life. A circle of eight rigid geometric 
forms of silver, peaked with pyramids of lapis lazuli, are representative of 
the Virtues. The Intellectual and Moral Virtues enable one to lead a fruitful 
and good life. The extending leaves of blossom deriving from the silver 
forms are symbolic of one’s development in the world. An inner circle of 
leaves, in close embrace with the central form, and pistil-like cruciform 
with crown, suggest one’s development in love of Christ and the cross.

The sterling silver medallion worn by the University President at all 
formal academic functions symbolizes the leadership and authority of the 
institution’s highest office. 

Handcrafted by John Cavanagh, the design is based on the University 
shield, which symbolizes the commitment of the Sisters of Mercy to Salve 
Regina University, the dedication to learning by all members of the Salve 
Regina community, and the unending search for wisdom that flows from 
the knowledge of the liberal scholar. Each link of the chain is a “Mercy 
Cross,” with a crown superimposed over the face of each cross.

The President’s Medallion
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Board of Trustees

Victoria M. Almeida ’73, Esq., DM

David G. Bazarsky

Lily H. Bentas ’06 (Hon.)

Norman R. Beretta ’04 (Hon.)

Christopher L. Carney ’90

John J. Coneys

Peter Crowley

Mary Ann Dillon, RSM 

Jane Gerety, RSM, President

Edward O. Handy III

Christine Kavanagh, RSM

Marie J. Langlois

Gloria L. Lincourt ’01 (Hon.), Emerita

Elliot E. Maxwell

Bernard F. McKay

Michael E. McMahon

Sarah Rodgers McNeill

Robert P. Moran, Jr. ’86

Cheryl Mrozowski ’70

Marypatricia Murphy, RSM, ’62

David W. Nelson

J. Timothy O’Reilly ’15 (Hon.)

Paul A. Perrault

Janet L. Robinson ’72, ’98 (Hon.), Chairman

Thomas Rodgers IV

Denice M. Spero

Michael A. Staff ’94

Julia A. Upton, RSM

Kathleen B. Walgreen

Kenneth R. Walker, Sr.

David W. Wallace ’99 (Hon.), Emeritus
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Salve Regina

Hail, Holy Queen enthroned above, O Maria!

Hail Queen of mercy and of love, O Maria!

Triumph all ye Cherubim, Sing with us ye Seraphim,

Heav’n and earth resound the hymn:

Salve, Salve, Salve, Regina!

Our life, our sweetness here below, O Maria!

Our hope in sorrow and in woe, O Maria!

Triumph all ye Cherubim, Sing with us ye Seraphim,

Heav’n and earth resound the hymn:

Salve, Salve, Salve, Regina!




